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conciliating their opponents. There was in fact no escape from the
conclusion that " reservation," even for the sick, implied the belief
that the act of consecration imparted some virtue to the bread and wine
which they retained when " reserved " or u carried about." It was
clear that the Anglo-Catholics thought it vital to maintain this belief
against opponents who thought it superstitious and who regarded
the Communion office as an indivisible act of worship to be repeated
whenever the Sacrament was administered. In seeking a via media
which should be acceptable to Parliament, archbishops and bishops
were greatly embarrassed by the extremists among the clergy, 2,300
of whom signed a manifesto claiming that adoration was due to the
Reserved Sacrament, and asking whether, believing as they did, they
would dare keep within the limits laid down in the Revised Book,
and, if they did not, how the bishops would deal with them. To
the votes of the Protestant opponents there were now added the votes
of others who either objected to the restrictions or thought the con-
troversy beyond settlement, and the Book was rejected by 266 to
240, or thirteen more than in the previous December.
One of the speakers in the December debate had said that disaster
threatened whether the Book was accepted or rejected, and for a
time there was great commotion within the Church. Protestants had
threatened secession if the Revised Book were adopted, and Anglo-
Catholics, if it were rejected, but the practical solution was that the
latter continued to defy the law of the Church and the bishops con-
sidered themselves absolved from further attempts to enforce it by
the refusal of Parliament to sanction the Revised Book. In the heat
of the moment advanced churchmen declared it to be intolerable that
the Church should be in bondage to the State in matters of faith and
doctrine, and declared themselves from henceforth advocates of dis-
establishment. But since they took the liberties which were officially
denied to them this grievance remained theoretical and little was
heard of it in the subsequent years, or is likely to be heard of it unless
the State should come into collision with the Church on some such
practical issue as the reform of the marriage laws. The worst result
of the controversy was that the Church as a whole lost the benefit
of a revision of its liturgy which, in all respects but this one, was
acceptable to everybody and long overdue.
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